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Presivenr’s Conmission 





ON THE 
“3 ASsasstnNatTion OP Paesinenr Kennepy 
. 200 Maryland Ave. N.EB . ' , : 
LARL we, : : Washington, 1.C. 30002 LEE RANKIN, ; % 
— i General Counsel : 
RICHARD B. RUSSELL Telephone 343-1400 / be 
JOUN SHERMAN COUPER 
HALE BOGGS 
GCRALD R. FORD ; 
JOHN J. McCLOT 
. ¢ . . * 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation / : — * 
Department of Justice ie 
Washington, D. C. 20535 te 
: . i. ?, $ y 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 1p AS" a 
; 9 
During the course of the work pursucd by the Presidents ad 


Commission your Bureau has provided invaluable asg{stance investigating, 
among other things, the possibility that Lee Harvey Oswald had some 
affiliation with various subversive underground activities. In con- 
cluding its work, the Commission is now concerned, however, that its 
records contain an indication of the scope of the investigation which - 
_., your Bureau has conducted into these particular matters and a clear.” 
: ‘statement of the —— of that investigation. ; 
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In particular, we would appreciate receiving from you a letter: 
S ¢ndiiesting whether or not as a result of an examinetion of your = 
nation-wide files and all investigation which you have conducted you haval 
+ j,obtained any evidence that Lee Harvey Oswald was at any time a member of72 
C° sor otherwise affiliated with the Communist Party, U.S.A., the Socialist Q 
Workers Party, or any other extreme leftist organization. To the extent.4 
j to which you are able to do 60, we would appreciate your including in 2 - 
the letter a statement indicating the range of informants which you have 
i contacted in this regard, and the scope of other investigation which you 
Ehave conducted. 
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In your letter of May 26, 1964, you informed the Commission 
that your Bureau had "thoroughly explored” the question “of possible 
contacts between Iee Harvey Oswald and any representative of or known 
Symnpathizer with the Castro Government of Cuba” and that “no information 
4’ has been developed indicating Oswald was controlled, dirccted or 
' [employed by any individual so identified." Would you please inform the 
Commission whether or not this statement remins true as of this date and, 
n to the extent feasible and in the same minner as above, the scope of the 
‘| investigation which has been conducted upon which this statement is based. 
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} We would further appreciate similar information in regard to 


ithe possibility that Lee Harvey Oswald at any time had contacts with 


persons or organizations active in underground activities directed 
against the Government of Premier Fidel Castro. © _™ # 


In making these requests, we are of course fully aware of the nity 


extensive investigation which has been conducted by your Bureau into 
all aspects of the assassination and we do not wish you to prepare & 
summary, covering the many hundreds of investigative reports which you 
have thus far provided the Commission. However, what we do wish to 
1 obtain is a statement that the nation-wide files of your Bureau have 
been thoroughly examined with regard to the three mtters mentioned 
fabove, if this is the case, and an indication of the extent to which 
l informants and other such persons likely to be in possession of any 


Ipertinent information have been contacted by your Bureau in the course of .. 


‘developing possible leads to the above persons and organizations with whom 
iOswald might have had some connection. 


This letter will confirm conversation between Mr. Pollak of . 
lthe Commission staff and Mr. Malley. Since the Commission is about to 
submit its final report, we would appreciate receiving a response to this 
request as soon as possible. 


The Commission once again wishes to thank your Bureau for its 


_, continuing cooperation. 


Sincerely, 
‘ > g 
» ° 7 ; ? : o : 
2 Le v 
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« J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
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